Compositions #1-4

2001

for Piet Mondrian and for Jackson Mac Low

Four scores to be performed by two or more performers

The text boxes in the four compositions contain fragments of words from
the first few strophes of the preceding poem,“Ginkgo Knuckle Nubia.”

I meant this to be a performable piece, a kind of sound poem.

I suggest two or more performers so they can engage in a dialogue,
using the word fragments. They can do this at any speed, pronouncing
the word fragments in any order and in any way they choose.

Freely moving from cell to cell, performers can choose to repeat one or
more of the cells’ contents or can skip cells entirely. For example, in Com-
position #1, on page 150, a performer faced with the cells “bia,” “nu,”
and “ga” might decide to say “bia-nu-bia-ga-nu-nu-ga” or “bia-bia-bia” or
“nuuuu-ga-ga-ga-biiiiiiia” or any other permutation.

It's good to perform this with a some determination. And the impor-
tant thing is to always listen intently.
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